
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Programs Procedural Handbook 

 

 

English Learner Program Plan  

2019-20 
 

Clarksdale Municipal School District  

526 South Choctaw Street, Clarksdale, MS 38614 

 

Alena Welch, EL Coordinator  

awelch@cmsd.k12.ms.us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

0 

mailto:awelch@cmsd.k12.ms.us


 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Programs Procedural Handbook 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Title  Page # 

Introduction  3 

Relevant Mandates  3 

Demographics   4 

Progression of Students Through the EL Program   4 

Educational Theory and Approach   4 

Educational Goals   5 

The Process for Enrolling ELs  5 

The Process for Identification of Potential ELs   6 

The Process for Assessing ELs  8 

The Process for Exiting of Students from EL Status   9 

The Process for Monitoring EL Students Exited from EL 
Status  

9 

Programs and Services for ELs   10 

School EL Programs   12 

Staffing and Resources   14 

1 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Programs Procedural Handbook 

Adequate Yearly Progress   15 

Participation in Statewide Assessments   15 

Accommodations/Modifications   16 

Special Populations (Gifted, Talented, and Special 
Education) 

17 

PreK and Foreign Exchange Students   18 

Private Schools   18 

Program Evaluation, Review, and Improvement   19 

EL Resource Websites   19 

Local Education Agency Plan and Assurances   21 

Links Assessment System: English Language Proficiency 
Test Q/A  

22 

References   25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Programs Procedural Handbook 

 

INTRODUCTION 

All English learners (EL) will participate in a quality instructional program that supports 
the development of a positive self-concept as well as fosters pride and intercultural 
understanding. The district’s implemented instructional program is designed to meet the grade 
level academic standards as identified in Mississippi's College and Career Readiness Standards 
and the English Language Proficiency Test (ELPT). Emphasis will be placed on providing 
students with the greatest possible access to core curriculum and afford students access to 
appropriate English language instruction that will ensure progress from limited English 
proficiency to fluent English proficiency. 

The purpose of the District Plan for ELs is to: 

• ensure the delivery of quality instructional programs for all ELs throughout the district; 

• identify the program options and instructional programs which guarantee quality 
programs that meet the academic and linguistic needs of ELs; and 

• provide ELs with the educational opportunities which will enable them to succeed. 

The District English Learner Program purpose is to ensure that: 

• students are successful in English academic programs designed for native speakers of 
English; and 

• students are successful in the progression through Mississippi's College and Career 
Readiness Standards as appropriate for age, ability, and experience. 

RELEVANT MANDATES 

The Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Equal Education Opportunities Act 
of 1974 are mandates that protect the rights of ELs and their families. The Clarksdale Municipal 

School District (CMSD) is dedicated to providing a free and equitable education to all 
school-age children within the boundaries of the school district.  

CMSD is committed to the enrollment of students from diverse language backgrounds 
and all national origins, and to establishing an equitable, quality education for Mississippi 
students, including ELs, as mandated by federal laws and Mississippi statutory regulations. 

The following landmark cases and rulings were also reviewed and considered in the 
writing of this plan: 

1974 – Lau v. Nichols 

The Supreme Court held (1) that discrimination on the basis of language proficiency is 
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discrimination of the basis of national origin under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
(2) that treating people with different needs in the same way is not equal treatment. 

1982 – Plyler v. Doe 

The Supreme Court ruled that undocumented immigrant children and young adults have 
the same rights to attend public primary and secondary schools as do U.S. citizens and 
permanent residents, regardless of their immigrant status. 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

The Clarksdale Municipal School District currently has approximately 2,300 students 
enrolled in four elementary schools, three middle schools, and one high school. The CMSD 
student population is greater than 95% African-American. Currently, fewer than 1% of the 
students served by the district are ELs.  

The CMSD acknowledges the states’ definition of EL as ages 3-21; not born in the 
United States, speaks a native language other than English, or comes from an environment where 
another language is dominant in the home; or is migratory and speaks a language other than 
English; and has sufficient difficulty with the English language. 

PROGRESSION OF STUDENTS THROUGH THE EL 
PROGRAM 

● Enrollment in school and completion of the Home Language Survey (HLS) 
● Identified as potential EL through HLS 
● Takes the ELPT to determine English language proficiency level and need for a language 

instructional educational program 
● Placement by Student Evaluation Team (SET) in an English Language Acquisition 

program  
● Exiting  out of language instructional educational program 
● Monitor for 4 years student’s ability to participate meaningfully in mainstream classroom 

EDUCATIONAL THEORY AND APPROACH 

The program for ELs is designed to help students acquire fluency in English, to provide 
students with equal access to the academic core curriculum, and to help students maintain a 
positive self-concept. The district acknowledges that there are a variety of strategies and 
pedagogical approaches that may be used to accomplish these goals. The choice and combination 
of instructional strategies used are aligned to the individual student needs, State and Federal 
mandates, as well as parent request. 

The district will accommodate Limited English Proficient (LEP) students’ language level 
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in the classroom and in some cases provide specific language instruction to help the student 
attain English language proficiency. To determine which educational approach(es) will be used 
for individual students, multiple factors are considered. These factors include, but are not limited 
to, English language proficiency data, other evaluation data that may be available, previous 
school records, teacher recommendations, and input from the District Federal Programs Director 
or District EL Coordinator. 

EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

Goal 1 – an annual increase in the number or percentage of students making progress in learning 
English (as measured by the Language Assessment Scales (LAS) test approved for use as an 
appropriate English language proficiency assessment). 

Goal 2 – an annual increase in the number or percentage of students attaining English language 

proficiency (as measured by the Language Assessment Scales (LAS) test approved for use as an 
appropriate English language proficiency assessment). 

Goal 3 – to make adequate yearly progress for the district’s LEP and immigrant students 

THE PROCESS FOR ENROLLING ELs 

CMSD will not request information from the students or their parents or guardians in 
order to deny access to public schools on the basis of race, color, or national origin. However, 
CMSD may require proof of residency, but inquiring into students’ citizenship or immigrations 
status, or that of their parents or guardians, would not be relevant to establishing residency.  

The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled in Plyler v. Doe [457 U.S. 202 (1982)] that public 
schools may not require social security numbers from all students as this may expose 
undocumented status. Students are also not required to show an original birth certificate for 
enrollment; “other reliable proof” such as a baptismal certificate, family bible with dutiful 
records, or an affidavit would suffice in place of the birth certificate. 

CMSD may request a student’s social security number, but when CMSD request a 
student’s social security number, the family will firstly be informed that providing it is voluntary 
and refusal will not bar the child from enrolling in or attending school, and secondly CMSD 
explain for what purpose the number will be used.   

If a student does not have a social security number, CMSD will create a MSIS number 
for the student, and utilize the MSIS number where a social security number would be required.  

THE PROCESS FOR IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL ELs 

The procedure for identification is below: 
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● Step 1: Home Language Survey 

All students enrolled in CMSD will be required to complete an HLS which shall be used 
to determine if a student is referred to the EL program for language proficiency testing. 
Individual schools will complete and gather registration information, including the HLS. When it 
is noted that English is not the primary language spoken in the home, a copy of the registration 
card and HLS will be forwarded by the school principal to the EL Coordinator.  

This process should occur within the first two weeks after the registration packet is 
completed. Other documentation may be utilized to identify students having English as a second 
language. If observations or other documentation indicate that the students speak a second 
language, understands a second language, or has a second language spoken at home, then the 
language assessment process will begin. This should occur within the first two weeks of entering 
school. Surveys will be evaluated within five school days.  

Placement in grade level requires consideration. Students identified as ELs from the 
language proficiency evaluation will be placed with their age-appropriate peers. One rationale is 
that students perform better around their peers and at a faster rate when around peers. Another 
rationale is that this grade level teacher is prepared for that age group and will offer experiences 
geared toward that age group. Students with developmental delays or severe deprivation may be 
placed at a lower grade level. No student will be more than one year behind their age-appropriate 
peers at any time. 

EL students’ level of academic achievement for grade placement is ascertained by 
reviewing the following documents in addition to the recommendation of the EL Coordinator 
and an interview with the school’s counselor: 

● Transcripts from previous educational institutions 
● Certificates/statements of achievement from educationally related programs 

(vocational school, technical college, etc.) 

Placement in Grades K-3 should consider cooperative grouping. Placement in Grades 4 – 
8 should include the assessment of course materials and mastery of this material. Placement in 
Grades 9 – 12 should consider the fact that classes are heavily language loaded. Teachers, 
administrators, counselors, and parents should collaborate to determine the processes and 
timelines for identification and assessment, placement, program implementation and evaluation, 
and exit status. This collaboration is essential to the success of the EL student.  

● Step 2: The Placement Test for Instructional Placement 

If a student is identified as a potential EL, a language assessment will be conducted 
within 30 days if at the beginning of the school. Potential EL students who register after the 
beginning of the school year will be assessed within 10 school days of enrollment. Students who 
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are referred to the District Test Coordinator are tested for language proficiency using the 
Language Assessment Scales (LAS) Links exam. The students will be assessed in the following 
areas: Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing. If a student is determined to be language 
proficient (transitional), the results are placed in the students cumulative records. If a student is 
determined to be non-proficient in English, he will be placed in a language instruction 
educational program. 

● Step 3: Parent and Family Notification 

Every effort will be made to strengthen the connections between EL families and the 
schools and to encourage parent involvement in district activities including providing interpreters 
for conferences. The schools and EL Coordinator will be working to ensure that parents of EL 
students are included and active participants in their child’s education by determining if parents 
or guardians have limited English proficiency, and if they do, what their language needs are. 
Once this information has been gathered, the schools and EL Coordinator will provide language 
assistance to LEP parents with appropriate staff or outside resources, including the translation of 
documents.  

Parents or guardians will be notified within 30 days of the date identified as EL if a 
student is enrolled at the beginning of the school year and within 10 days thereafter. Parents or 
guardians of EL students who are designated EL can deny inclusion any or all components of the 
district’s EL program. Such a desire will be documented by the district and included in the 
student’s permanent record. The district will not recommend to the parents or guardians that they 
opt out of services for any reason. Additionally, parents or guardians will be included in the 
meetings to create and review the Language Service Plan if they desire. 

Parents or guardians will also be notified in writing within 30 days if the district has 
failed to meet the objectives outlined to the parent at initial placement/re-designation or upon 
failure to meet appropriate proficiency gains. Measures will be taken to correct the matter such 
as selection of new instructional materials, a new instructional method or approach, acquisition 
of a new/different teacher/tutor/aide/assistant, redefinition of classroom accommodations and 
modifications, etc. 

Parents or guardians also may choose to withdraw their child from the EL program at any 
time. Every effort will be utilized, however, to explain the necessity of such instruction and 
effort will be made to alleviate any concerns or modify the students’ Language Services Plan 
(LSP) in order for the child to remain in the program. Should withdrawal be made, it will be 
documented and included in the student’s permanent record. 

● Step 4: Placement in a Language Instruction Educational Program 

After ELs have been identified using the LAS Links Placement Test, they will be 
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provided with appropriate language assistance. The services and assistance provided will be 
selected by CMSD in order to allow ELs to grow in their English proficiency and participate in 
the standard instructional program. Services will continue until the EL is proficient in English as 
demonstrated on the yearly progress monitoring and their participation in educational programs. 

● Step 5: Developing a Language Service Plan 

The Mississippi Department of Education requires that all EL students have a LSP, which 
will be updated annually until the student exits the EL program. The SET, comprised of the 
school administrators, school counselor, and assigned interventionist, will meet to develop the 
LSP at the beginning of each school year. A copy of the LSP will be provided to all teachers who 
work with the EL students.  The LSP will include the student’s demographic information, date of 
first enrollment in a U.S. school, yearly ELPT scores, classroom accommodations, state testing 
accommodations, and signatures of SET members. 

● Step 6: EL Data Entry 

Once a student has been identified as an EL the district will ensure the student is correctly 
identified in the student data package. The information will be uploaded to MSIS once CMSD 
has sent their data to MDE. The data will be checked monthly for accuracy. 

 All assessment data, determination of EL status, and referrals will be kept in a locked file 
cabinet in the EL Coordinator’s office. Student eligibility for services is not based on 
immigration status and districts are in fact prohibited from inquiring about the immigration status 
of a student or family.  

 OCR Policy – Many districts design their EL programs to emphasize English over other 
subjects temporarily. While schools with such programs may discontinue special instruction in 
English once EL students become English-proficient, schools retain an obligation to provide 
assistance necessary to remedy academic deficits that may have occurred in other subjects while 
the student was focusing on learning English. 

THE PROCESS FOR ASSESSING ELs 

All students who have been identified as potential ELs will be initially screened using the 
LAS Links Assessment. The same assessment will be used each spring to monitor the progress of 
English language acquisition for each student. Students who do not attain a proficiency level of 4 
or 5 in Overall Proficiency, Reading Proficiency, and Writing Proficiency on the initial LAS 
Links Assessment are placed in the EL Program as LEP. It is possible for students to exhibit 
proficiency in two or three of the skills and be limited in only one.  

EL program participants will be reevaluated yearly (each spring, prior to the close of the 
school year) for language proficiency gain. Adjustments to EL students’ plans and/or 
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re-designation will be made as necessary by the SET based on said yearly assessment. In 
addition, the SET will meet throughout the year to monitor student progress. These meetings will 
take place four times each year during the following weeks:  

1. First Quarter Review: October 28, 2019-November 1, 2019  
2. Second Quarter Review: January 13, 2020-January 17, 2020 
3. Third Quarter Review: March 30, 2020-April 3, 2020 
4. Fourth Quarter Review: May 25, 2020-May 29, 2020.  

The ELPT will be utilized for language assessment. The assessment will be administered 
in the schools by the School Test Coordinator. Guidelines and manual administration will be 
strictly followed. Other documentation such as previous testing, cumulative records, and teacher 
observations will also be utilized. The district will adhere to the District Test Security Plan for 
assessment purposes. 

Students who have been in the United States less than twelve months are considered 
newly-arrived ELs. EL students are not exempt from state testing. Test scores of EL students 
whose progress and proficiency reports indicate newly arrived students are excluded. They are 
included in the 95% participation rate, but not the AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) for the first 
year. 

THE PROCESS EXITING OF STUDENTS FROM EL STATUS  

On January 19, 2017, the Mississippi State Board of Education revised the LAS Links 
Assessment score requirements for ELs to officially exit EL status. Under the MS EL Guidelines, 
the student is required to obtain the following proficiency levels on the ELPT: 

A. Overall Proficiency Level 4 or 5, and 
B. Reading Proficiency Level 4 or 5, and 
C. Writing Proficiency Level 4 or 5.  

EL students who attain these levels are deemed “proficient English speakers” and are 
able to be successful in academic classes without EL accommodations or modifications. In 
consultation with classroom teachers and school counselors, the SET team will exit EL students 
from active EL instruction and begin the monitoring  process. 

In regards to students in special services, there is no provision in the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that would authorize the Individual Education Program (IEP) 
Team to remove the “EL” designation before the student has attained English proficiency.  

THE PROCESS FOR MONITORING STUDENTS EXITED 
FROM EL STATUS 
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The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that students that have exited EL status 
will be monitored for academic progress for at least 4 years. Monitoring will be conducted and 
documented every 9 weeks, with a SET team reviewing monitored students’ grades, assessments 
and other related data. If an exited EL is not progressing academically as expected and 
monitoring suggests a persistent language need, the student will be retested using the LAS Links 
Placement Test to see if the student needs to be offered additional language assistance services. 
If student reenters EL services, there will be documentation for the reasons why, as well as 
parent’s consent prior to reentry. This is defined on a case-by-case basis and documented in the 
student’s permanent record. 

Should a student’s academic and language performance be relegated as successful, the 
student will fully exit the program at the conclusion of four years or anticipated graduation date 
or withdrawal, whichever shall come first. 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR ELs 

The district is committed to ensuring a quality education for all students. In order to 
fulfill this mission and provide equal access to all core curricular areas, ELs may receive one or 
more of the instructional approaches listed below. Each student’s LSP lists the instructional 
approach or approaches to be implemented by the school. The following are available options. 

 

Program Option   Program Goal  Language(s) Used For 
Instruction  

English as a Second 
Language or English 
Language Development  

Content-based program of 
techniques, methodology and 
special curriculum designed 
to teach ELs explicitly about 
the English language, 
including the academic 
vocabulary and structures 
needed to access content 
instruction, and to develop 
their English language 
proficiency in all four 
language domains (reading, 
writing, listening, and 
speaking). 

Usually provided in English 
with minimal but strategic use 
of ELs’ primary language 
whenever possible.  

Structured English Immersion  Program designed to impact 
English language skills so 

Usually provided in English 
with minimal but strategic use 
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that the ELs can transition 
and succeed in an 
English-only mainstream 
classroom once proficient.  

of ELs’ primary language 
whenever possible.  

Transitional Bilingual 
Education or early-Exit 
Bilingual Education  

Program that maintains and 
develops skills in the primary 
language while introducing, 
maintaining, and developing 
skills in English. The primary 
purpose of the program is to 
facilitate the transition to an 
all-English instructional 
program.  

Students’ primary language 
and English  

Dual Language or Two-Way 
Immersion  

Bilingual program in which 
the goal is for students to 
develop bilingualism and 
biliteracy through instruction 
in English and a partner 
language in a classroom that 
is often composed of half 
primary-English speakers and 
half primary speakers of the 
other languages.  

English and a Partner 
Language  

The classroom teacher(s) will be the primary means of content area instruction and are 
required to accommodate the language needs of EL students using one or more accommodations 
recommended by the EL Coordinator or certified EL teacher. In addition, it is recommended that 
teachers modify lesson plans, classroom structure, and assignments to allow for the most 
favorable learning environment for EL students. Teachers will note lesson modifications in their 
teaching plans, referring to the section of the LSP for information regarding accommodations 
and modifications. Bilingual books, first language support, and cultural sensitivity will be 
encouraged in all learning environments. 

All students are expected to master the district's core curriculum goal expectations for 
each grade level. While it is understood that ELs may master the content at a different rate than 
their native English-speaking peers, all students are held to the same high academic standards. 
Alternative measures may be used to assess the progress of ELs who are learning English in 
addition to or until the student is able to be assessed using mainstream English measures. 
Multiple measures are used to monitor student progress toward meeting grade level standards. 

EL students will be expected to meet the same educational requirements as their age 
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appropriate peers. ELs will adhere to Mississippi EL Standards which are aligned to the TESOL 
Pre-K-12 English Language Proficiency Standards and the state’s ELPT. 

The Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a framework for effective team-based 
problem solving that is data informed, evidence-based, and flexible enough to meet the academic 
and behavioral needs of all students. With MTSS, CMSD identifies struggling students, monitors 
student progress, provides evidence-based interventions, and adjusts the intensity and nature of 
those interventions depending on a student’s responsiveness. If an EL is observed by the 
mainstream teacher to have continuing difficulties with learning, the first course of action would 
be to consult informally with the EL teacher to request additional instructional strategies for 
teaching. The EL teacher might 

1. Offer new suggestions; 
2. Request to observe the student in the classroom; or 
3. Check with the entire team of teachers to see if the student is struggling in more 

than one class.  

If the student continues to struggle, the next option is to refer the student to the Teacher 
Support Team (TST) for possible intervention. The EL Teacher will be involved and consulted at 
each step of the tier process.  

CMSD is committed to providing these requirements in a way that match the EL                           
student’s cultural and linguistic needs and allowing a time frame that facilitates learning. No                           
student will receive a failing grade in language as he progresses through the acquisition states to                               
proficiency.  

OCR Policy – recognizes that the district’s program of services under its EL plan may have the 
effect of separating students who are EL from non-ELs during at least part of the school day. 
However, the program design should not separate ELs beyond the extent necessary to achieve 
the goals of the district’s program of services. Additionally, ELs should be provided services in 
comparable facilities to those in which non-ELs receive services. 

 

SCHOOL EL PROGRAMS 

George H. Oliver Elementary School: ELs at George H. Oliver Elementary School will attend 
30 minutes in the math lab and 30 minutes in the reading lab daily, in the morning. Within this 
combined 60 minutes, the ELs will receive EL intervention and English instruction. The math 
and reading lab teachers will implement EL instruction with the assistance of the EL Coordinator 
and possibly consultants. The math and reading lab teachers will provide EL instructional 
materials with supplementary materials from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that have EL 
students will have a copy of Language Service Plans, and they will implement the 
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accommodations on the LSPs.  

Booker T. Washington Elementary School: ELs at Booker T. Washington Elementary School 
will attend 30 minutes in the math lab and 30 minutes in the reading lab daily, in the morning. 
Within this combined 60 minutes, the ELs will receive EL intervention and English instruction. 
The math and reading lab teachers will implement EL instruction with the assistance of the EL 
Coordinator and possibly consultants. The math and reading lab teachers will provide EL 
instructional materials with supplementary materials from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that 
have EL students will have a copy of Language Service Plans, and they will implement the 
accommodations on the LSPs. 

Kirkpatrick Health & Medical Science Magnet: ELs at Kirkpatrick Health & Medical Science 
Magnet will attend 50 minutes in the math lab one day and then 50 minutes in the reading lab the 
next day, in the morning. The ELs will receive EL intervention and English instruction within 
their math and reading lab periods. The rotation of the math and reading labs will continue 
through the week so that ELs will receive 50 minutes of EL intervention daily. The math and 
reading lab teachers will implement EL instruction with the assistance of the EL Coordinator and 
possibly consultants. The math and reading lab teachers will provide EL instructional materials 
with supplementary materials from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that have EL students will 
have a copy of Language Service Plans, and they will implement the accommodations on the 
LSPs. 

Heidelberg Elementary School: ELs at Heidelberg Elementary School will attend a Reading 
Intervention Period that will be 60 minutes each morning. Within this combined 60 minutes daily 
of Reading Intervention Period, the ELs will receive EL instruction and EL intervention. The 
classroom teachers will implement EL instruction with the assistance of the EL Coordinator and 
possibly consultants. The classroom teachers will provide EL instructional materials with 
supplementary materials from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that have EL students will have a 
copy of Language Service Plans, and they will implement the accommodations on the LSPs. 

Oakhurst Intermediate Academy: ELs at Oakhurst Intermediate Academy will attend 45 
minutes in the reading lab daily, in the morning. Within this daily reading lab period, the ELs 
will receive EL intervention and English instruction. The reading lab teacher, librarian, and one 
inclusion teacher will share in the implementation of the  EL instruction with the assistance of 
the EL Coordinator and possibly consultants. The reading lab teacher, librarian, and inclusion 
teacher will provide EL instructional materials with supplementary materials from the EL 
Coordinator. All teachers that have EL students will have a copy of Language Service Plans, and 
they will implement the accommodations on the LSPs. 

W.A. Higgins Middle School: ELs at W. A. Higgins Middle School will attend a 50 minutes 
reading lab period daily, in the afternoon. The ELs will receive EL intervention and English 
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instruction within the reading lab period. One inclusion teacher and librarian will share in the 
implementation of the EL Instruction, within the reading lab, with the assistance of the EL 
Coordinator and possibly consultants. The inclusion teacher and librarian will provide EL 
instructional materials with supplementary materials from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that 
have EL students will have a copy of Language Service Plans, and they will implement the 
accommodations on the LSPs. 

J.W. Stampley 9th Grade Academy: ELs at J.W. Stampley 9th Grade Academy will attend a 
48 minutes reading lab period daily, in the afternoon. The ELs will receive EL intervention and 
English instruction within the reading lab period. The reading lab teacher, an inclusion teacher, 
and librarian will share in the implementation of the EL Instruction, within the reading lab, with 
the assistance of the EL Coordinator and possibly consultants. The reading lab, an inclusion 
teacher, and the librarian will provide EL instructional materials with supplementary materials 
from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that have EL students will have a copy of Language 
Service Plans, and they will implement the accommodations on the LSPs.  

Clarksdale High School: ELs at Clarksdale High School will be pulled from a chosen elective 
period daily, in the afternoon, by the Clarksdale High School’s Interventionist. In that period of 
50 minutes, the ELs will receive EL intervention and EL instruction. The Interventionist will 
implement EL instruction with the assistance of English teachers, the EL Coordinator, and 
possibly consultants. The Interventionist will provide EL instructional materials with 
supplementary materials from the EL Coordinator. All teachers that have EL students will have a 
copy of Language Service Plans, and they will implement the accommodations on the LSPs. 

Carl Keen Career and Technical Center: In Carl Keen CTE, EL students will not have a 
specific EL Intervention period. The ELs will attend their EL Intervention periods at Clarksdale 
High School or J.W. Stampley Academy in the afternoon. However, teachers who have ELs in 
their classroom will still be required to have a copy of the Language Service Plan and implement 
necessary language accommodations. ELs who receive accommodations on state assessments 
will have those same accommodations used on the Mississippi MS-CPAS Career Planning 
Assessment System. All teachers that have EL students will have a copy of Language Service 
Plans, and they will implement the accommodations on the LSPs.  

 

STAFFING AND RESOURCES  

CMSD will hire an adequate number of teachers who are qualified to provide EL 
services, and core-content teachers who meet requirements in their field should be trained to 
specifically support EL students. These teachers should meet state requirements and have 
mastered the skills necessary to effectively teach in an EL program.  
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CMSD will hire a certified EL Coordinator. The EL Coordinator is responsible for 
leading the district’s English Language Learner Program, including ensuring that regulations are 
met and that EL students are supported appropriately in their academic and language acquisition 
development. The EL Coordinator will report to the Federal Programs Director.  

CMSD will recruit teachers internally in the district by encouraging certified teachers to 
take the Praxis Subject Area Assessment, English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) (Test 
Code 5362). The current Mississippi State Board of Education approved qualifying passing score 
is 149. CMSD will also recruit externally by advertising EL teaching job openings to EL 
certified teachers.  

 EL teachers will be retained by providing the necessary qualifications and training 
though either MDE provided professional development or through training provided through 
CMSD. Additionally, EL teachers will also have excellent work conditions and fair pay.  

Paraprofessionals will not take the place of qualified teachers and will only be used as an 
interim measure while CMSD hires, trains, or otherwise secures enough qualified teachers to 
serve its EL students and will always be under the supervision of a teacher.   

All staff members who will be working with ELs will understand basic communication 
strategies to be used with ELs. Staff members will recognize that they need to speak slowly and 
clearly (not loudly). CMSD educators will be aware that ELs typically need additional 
processing time when being introduced to new material or being asked to respond to questions. 
Lastly, staff members will value collaborative learning environments for ELs, including 
strategies such as assigning peer buddies and language buddies for assignments with 
high-language demands, think-pair-share activities and the incorporation of sentence starters, 
sentence frames and work banks to support production during collaboration.  

ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS 

Progress of EL students will be assessed, evaluated, and monitored on an annual basis by 
the SET. Team members will consist of the administrators, teachers, parents, and school 
counselor. The District Test Coordinator will reevaluate EL students yearly for language 
proficiency and re- designation will be made based on the results of said reevaluation and 
consultation with SET personnel. Students must demonstrate English language proficiency as 
required by the MS EL Guidelines to be considered for exit from a language instruction 
educational program. 

According to Jim Cummins (1994), EL students will average anywhere from 5-7 years of 
language instruction to be academically “caught up” with their peers. Therefore, the EL program 
will strive to improve the language proficiency of its participating students within 5-7 years of 
placement. For those with limited formal schooling this period increases to 7-10 years. This is 
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influenced by several factors including: 

● the amount of English language instruction LEP students have received prior to enrolling 
in our school system 

● students’ individual differences/personality 
● environment of acceptance and cooperation 

EL students are held to the same academic standards as all students enrolled in CMSD. 
Classroom teachers will monitor and measure EL students’ academic achievement and utilize 
accommodations and modifications listed in the student’s LSP in the classroom to ensure 
academic growth.  

PARTICIPATION IN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS 

Each school shall assess all students with limited English proficiency enrolled on the first                           
day of the testing window in all parts of the state-required assessments and their scores shall be                                 
included in accountability calculations consistent with state law, unless the students are in their                           
first year of enrollment in a United States school. 

Students with limited English proficiency in the first year of enrollment in a United States                             
school shall be required to take an English language proficiency assessment and, if the student                             
enrolls in a grade in which a ESSA-required mathematics test is administered, the student may                             
have accommodations on the state-required mathematics assessment. 

All students with limited English proficiency enrolled on the first day of the testing                           
window shall be included in calculations of the school and district’s participation rate. A student                             
with limited English proficiency in the first year of enrollment in a United States school shall be                                 
included in the school and district’s participation rate based on the student’s participation in the                             
ESSA-required mathematics assessment, if the student is enrolled in a grade where a                         
ESSA-required mathematics assessment is administered. For students with limited English                   
proficiency who are enrolled for the first year in a U.S. school and are not in a grade in which                                       
there is a ESSA-required mathematics test, their participation shall be based on taking an English                             
language proficiency assessment (or the ESSA- required reading assessment if the school or                         
district chooses to administer it).  

 

ACCOMMODATIONS/MODIFICATIONS 

Accommodations or modifications or both, when consistent with the normal ongoing 
delivery of instructional services, may include: 

Administration Strategies  Processing and Response Strategies 
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● Reading text to student in English 
● Paraphrasing directions for tasks in 

English or in their primary language 
● Oral translation of text to the student’s 

primary language 
● Administering assessments to small 

groups of EL students to allow 
paraphrasing guidelines and/or 
translations into the students’ primary 
language 

● Administering a single form of the test 
to a group of LEP  students 

● Extended time 
● Use of foreign language dictionaries 

and glossaries that provide translations 
to student’s primary language 

● Use of word processor or typewriter 
● Use of grammar or spell check 

systems 

 

Appropriate accommodations and modifications for students with limited English 
proficiency will be written into each student’s LSP. In early spring, classroom teachers will be 
asked to confirm the accommodations/modifications that have been implemented as a part of the 
students’ daily instructional routine. 

Reasonable accommodations will be provided on state academic assessments 
administered to ELs. In the current edition of the Mississippi Testing Accommodations Manual, 
accommodations are available for students who have been officially identified as ELs.  

Testing and classroom accommodations are made on an individual basis. 

SPECIAL POPULATIONS (GIFTED, TALENTED, AND 
SPECIAL EDUCATION)  

Services for ELs will represent a continuum of available programs and students will not 
be denied access to programs due to language proficiency. The EL students who meet criteria 
may be eligible for a variety of other specialized programs services, including gifted education, 
advanced placement, dual credit, and other advanced course; MTSS, special services, migrant 
and immigrant programs, and services for homeless students.   

EL students may exhibit academic strengths that warrant a recommendation of 
gifted/talented by classroom teachers, counselor, the District Test Coordinator, or the EL 
Coordinator. In such an event, students will be referred to the district’s gifted/talented 
coordinator for review. The EL Coordinator will be informed of any placement in order to lend 
support to the teachers involved. 

The IDEA and Section of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (section 504) address the rights 
of students with disabilities in school and other educational settings. If an EL is suspected of 
having one or more disabilities, CMSD will evaluate the EL promptly to determine if the EL has 
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a disability or disabilities and whether the EL needs disability-related services. Disability 
evaluations will not be delayed because of a student’s limited English language proficiency or 
the student’s participation in an EL program. Also, a student’s English language proficiency 
cannot be the basis for identifying a student for special education.  

When an EL student is determined to have a disability, the student’s EL and 
disability-related educational needs will be met. For EL students, in addition to the required IEP 
team participants under IDEA, it is essential that the IEP team include participants who have 
knowledge of the student’s language needs. It is also important that the IEP team include 
professionals with training and expertise in language acquisition.  

CMSD will take steps to ensure that ELs are not overly identified for special education. 
When a student is having difficulty mastering specific skills, it is important for the teacher to 
accommodate the instructional strategies and pace of instruction for the student. If the student 
continues to have difficulty after consistent language accommodations and Tier 1 and Tier 2 
interventions, the student will be referred to the SET along with the TST. The EL Coordinator 
will be a member of the TST. 

A number of factors will be considered when deciding whether a student must be referred 
for special education testing. These include the following: 

● Entry date in the United States 
● Years of consistent schooling  
● Educational history, including years in U.S. schools and consistency of education 
● Prior evaluation results  
● Physical conditions that might account for difficulties, including need for glasses 

or hearing aids 
● School attendance  
● Input from parents, guardians, and families 

After this information is reviewed, CMSD can take one of two actions: 

1. The TST may recommend additional interventions and accommodations for the 
classroom.  

2. The SET team can then make a referral for special education testing to determine if the 
student has a specific disability. Once a referral is made, testing is completed to 
determine if the student qualifies as a student with a disability under IDEA.  

PRE-K AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

According to MS EL Guidelines, a district is not required to test pre-K students who may 
be considered EL. A district is also not required by law to test the language proficiency of 
foreign exchange students. If a student, whose first language is not English, is struggling in 
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school, however, the district may request consultative assistance for classroom teachers and 
administrators who instruct this student. This will not exclude a foreign language student from 
participating in other academic programs or extracurricular activities. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

After timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate private school officials, 
CMSD will provide educational services to limited English proficient children and educational 
personnel in private schools that are located in the geographic area served by the CMSD. 

CMSD will consult with appropriate private school officials during the design and 
development of the Title I program on the identification and services of ELs who attend private 
schools.  

Title I services provided to children and educational personnel in private schools will be 
equitable and timely and address their educational needs. Funds provided for educational 
services for private school children and education personnel will be equal, taking into account 
the number and educational needs of those children, to the funds provided for participating 
public school children. 

 

PROGRAM EVALUATION, REVIEW, AND IMPROVEMENT 

To determine the effectiveness of CMSD’s EL program, data will be collected and 
analyzed to evaluate the program and ensure compliance with state and federal reporting 
requirements. Each year the District Test Coordinator will compile language proficiency test 
scores and compare them to previous language proficiency scores to determine if progress is 
being made in the area of language proficiency. This data will be submitted to the district EL 
Coordinator for analysis. Other data that will be used by the district to determine program 
effectiveness include the retention rate, drop-out rate, enrollment rates, results of stakeholder 
surveys, and graduation rate. Program evaluation will occur annually. Longitudinal data will be 
evaluated to compare the academic progress and achievement of current to former EL students. 

EL RESOURCE WEBSITES 

Academic Language and English Language Learners 

Teachers who work with English as a Second Language learners will find English as a Second 
Language (ESL), English for Speaking of Other Language (ESOL), English Language Learner 
(EL), English as a Foreign Language (EFL) reading/writing skill building activities and ideas to 
help PreK-3, 4-8, and 9-12 students with acquiring Academic Language. ¡Colorín Colorado! 
offers a webcast on Academic Language and English Language Learners which is a great source 
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of information. The webcast features Dr. Robin Scarcella of the University of California at 
Irvine. Dr. Scarcella will provide an overview of academic language instruction for English 
language learners, as well as teaching strategies, activity ideas, and recommended resources. 
Please take time to view this wonderful webcast at 
http://www.colorincolorado.org/webcasts/academiclanguage/ . 

ELs with Learning Disabilities (ELD) 

Do you know how to tell the difference in an EL student with a learning disability or an EL 
having difficulties in learning academic language? A lot of times we cannot tell the difference 
because the student is being quiet or we think the student is nonverbal. In this webcast from 
¡Colorín Colorado! , Dr. Elsa Cárdenas-Hagan will discuss effective assessment and instructional 
strategies for English language learners with disabilities. Dr. Cárdenas-Hagan is a bilingual 
speech-language pathologist. This webcast discusses effective assessment and instructional 
strategies for English language learners with learning disabilities, as well as ways to help 
encourage the active involvement of parents of ELs with LD in their children’s schools. Please 
click on the following link to view the webcast at 
http://www.colorincolorado.org/webcasts/disabilities/ . 

Strategies for Teaching English Learners 

If you’re like a lot of teachers, your classroom is becoming more diverse with languages. While 
this diversity occurs, teachers are questioning, “How can I assist this student to learn English and 
become proficient?” Scholastics has a wonderful article on strategies for teaching ELs from 
veteran teachers. 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/strategies-teaching-english-language-learners 

High School English Learners and Mathematics 

WIDA has a blog entitled “Using the Can Do Descriptors in a High School Math Class.” Please 
click the link to read the article 
http://www.widaatwcer.blogspot.com/2012/05/using-can-do-descriptors-in-high- school.html . 
The article provides strategies that mainstream and EL teachers can use the strategies to instruct 
high school students in math. The blog highlights how to differentiate classroom instruction or 
classroom assessment according to the student’s language proficiency level. 

Graphic Organizers for Content Instruction 

Teachers will find the following link helpful. There are various activity downloads that can be 
used in the classroom http://www.everythingesl.net/inservices/graphic_organizers.php . Graphic 
organizers make content area information more accessible to second language learners. They 
convert complex information into manageable chucks. One of the roles as ESLA and bilingual 
specialist is to encourage mainstream teachers to employ teaching techniques which make 
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content area information more accessible to second language learners. Content materials present 
text which is too dense for ELs. Teach your students to use graphic organizers such as webs, 
Venn diagrams, and charts to help them better comprehend these texts. 

Let’s Read It Again: Comprehension Strategies for English Learners 

One of the most effective ways to engage English Learners (ELs) and help them comprehend and 
read English is through repeated readings and retellings of appealing bilingual picture books. 
Using Con MI Hermano/With My Brother by Eileen Roe, has second grade Spanish-speaking 
ELs identify the main idea of the story, construct meaning from text and illustrations, and learn 
English words. They then demonstrate their knowledge and practice writing in English by 
writing a poem and a retelling of the story. This lesson (which can be adapted using bilingual 
books in other languages and for older ages) also has older struggling readers read with younger 
students. Finally, it encourages English-speaking students in regular classrooms to learn Spanish 
words. The following link is sponsored by readwritethink 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/read-again-comprehension-strat
egies-1045.html and is a good resource for lesson planning and activities. This is a K-2 activity 
with an estimated time of five 30 minute sessions. 

Acrostic Poems 

In this online interactive writing poetry activity, students can learn about and write acrostic 
poems. An acrostic poem uses the letters in a word to begin each line of the poem. All lines of 
the poem relate to or describe the main topic. Students brainstorm words to help write their 
poems and can save their work in progress to revise and edit, reinforcing elements of the writing 
process. Students can print or email their poems . This link has lesson planning ideas: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/acrostic-poems-30045.ht
ml. 

Understanding the “Silent Period” with English Learners 

If you have a new English learner in your class who is not speaking, don’t worry. According to 
language researcher Stephen Krashen, most new learners of English will go through a “silent 
period,” where they are unwilling or unable to communicate orally, even though they understand 
much of what is going on around them. Children in this silent period should not be forced to 
speak before they are ready. They need time to listen to others talk, digest what they hear, and 
observe their fellow classmates’ interactions with each other. Because they are silent, it doesn’t 
mean they are not learning the language. The following link from Choice Literacy has an article 
by Andie Cunningham and Ruth Shagoury to assist teachers with understanding non-verbal 
English learners: https://www.choiceliteracy.com/articles-detail-view.php?id=47. 
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LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY PLAN AND ASSURANCES 

TITLE III: LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION FOR LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT AND 
IMMIGRANT STUDENTS 

1. Each local educational agency that is included in the eligible entity is complying with section 

3302 prior to, and throughout, each school year; 

2. The eligible entity annually will assess the English proficiency of all children with limited 

English proficiency participating in programs funded under this part; 

3. The eligible entity has based its proposed plan on scientifically based research on teaching 

limited English proficient children; 

4. The eligible entity will ensure that the programs will enable children to speak, read, write, and 

comprehend the English language and meet challenging State academic content and student 
academic achievement standards; and 

5. The eligible entity is not in violation of any State law, including State constitutional law, 

regarding the education of limited English proficient children, consistent with sections 3126 and 
3127. 

LAS LINKS ASSESSMENT SYSTEM ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY TEST Q/A  

1. What is the cut off score for proficient on the annual ELPT? 

The LAS Links language proficiency assessment provides several score types that include, but 
are not limited to; number correct, scale scores, context strand scores, and proficiency levels. 
These score types are reported for each domain. The LAS Links assessment reports an overall 
proficiency level for each student which will be used to determine an English learner’s readiness 
for exit. Students who score an overall proficiency level of 4 or 5 should be considered for exit. 
The Office of Federal Programs will provide additional guidance for exiting requirements prior 
to the testing window (March 1-30, 2016). All scores will be reported in the LAS Links Online 
Reporting System, which will be accessible upon completion of scoring.  

2. Will the Parent Report and the Student Report for the ELPT be available with templates 
in other languages? 

The Online Reports teachers will have access to provide a student report and home report in 
Spanish. Per the U. S. Department of Education English Learner Tool Kit, “If a written 
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translation is not provided, an oral interpretation should be made available whenever needed.” 

3. For the letter information for students of the LAS Links screener, could it only show the 
student’s score? 

Per the U. S. Department of Education English Learner Tool Kit, “After the student completes 
the assessment, parents or guardians must receive in a timely manner information about the 
student’s ELP level and program options, and an opportunity to opt out of the EL program or 
particular EL services in the program.”  

4. Is the Pre-LAS Assessment appropriate for incoming kindergarteners, since the K-1 test 
requires reading and writing for proficiency? 

Per the U. S. Department of Education English Learner Tool Kit, “Such ELP tests must assess 
the proficiency of students in all four language domains (i.e., speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing).” 

5. Will a student take the same test every year as long as they are in that grade span? 

The LAS Links language proficiency assessment series has four forms, in English (Forms A, B, 
C & D), available for testing. For the Spring 2016 ELPT testing, students will utilize LAS Links 
Form C. All forms are vertically scaled, allowing for monitoring of student growth. Each form 
and grade has its own dedicated portion of the scale specific to that grade level. Each test form is 
available in 5 grade spans: K-1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, 9- 12. For more information please reference the 
LAS Links Interpretation Guide available for download at any time at this link: 
https://ctbmcgrawhill.sharefile.com/d- s9f00ee90bd647c88  

6. We only have MACs in our district and had difficulty with the audio for the Placement 
Test. Should we plan for this issue for the annual test? 

DRC determined that the audio file format needed for MACs is MP3. Once this determination 
was made, DRC provided an additional link that provided the Placement Test with the needed 
MP3 audio files. For the annual test, those who completed the Technology Readiness Survey 
with all “Yes” answers have certified that their hardware meets the technical requirements 
published and required by DRC and the LAS Links Online Assessment System.  

7. What form will be used for students with a significant cognitive disability (SCD)? 

Students with SCD will take Form A. All non-SCD students will use Form C.  

8. How many teachers need to be in the room when giving the LAS Links test? 

One TA and one Proctor need to be in the room for the online assessment.  

9. Does the test have immediate break-up in case of stoppage due to a fire drill? 

There is a pause test feature for students who need to pause the test for such cases. If you log- 
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out, then you can later log in again to the test with the same login, password, and test access 
code, and resume testing where you left off. That said, perhaps the drill could be rescheduled so 
as to not occur during testing. 

10. Do we still need to include Tier information for our EL students when entering them in 
MSIS? 

No, the Tier category is not used for the LAS Links. 

11. Will the test be administered over one day or over a course of two days? 

Generally, the test is administered in one day; however, it can be administered over several days 
if the student has accommodation 25 on the Individualized Education Program (IEP), Section 
504 Plan, or the Language Service Plan (LSP) marked as a testing accommodation and specified 
for this assessment.  

12. Where are the criteria for alternate and when is the decision due to the state and the 
exit criteria for alternate? 

SCD is determined by the IEP team, marked on the IEP and recorded in the MSIS. Currently, 
Mississippi has no exit criteria for the alternate ELPT. Likewise, WIDA has no exit criteria for 
the ALT ACCESS.  

13. Will Kindergarten be expected to type their constructed and short constructed 
responses? 

Yes, unless there is a valid reason to use paper/pencil. 

14. Is there an updated list of allowable accommodations for Las Links available? 

They will follow the accommodations in the Mississippi Testing Accommodations Manual 
(January 2013 Edition) for the ACCESS for ELs.  

15. Will the teachers be able to test students in more than one setting? 

Students from different grade/test levels can take the test online simultaneously in a computer 
lab. The LAS Links Online system eliminates one-to-one test administration.  

16. How will we access the practice test in February 2016? 

For the Spring of 2016, test administrators have access to the student tutorial for students via the 
Digital Library. During testing, students have access to practice items prior to taking live test 
items via the Online Assessment System.  

17. Is it necessary to administer the placement test to a student based on the other 
languages spoken in the home rather than the language used by the student? 

Per the U. S. Department of Education English Learner Tool Kit, one of the important questions 
on the Home Language Survey (HLS) is “What is the primary language used in the home, 
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regardless of the language spoken by the student?” 

18. If an EL has opted out of the EL program, does the student have to take the ELPT? 

Per the U. S. Department of Education English Learner Tool Kit, “LEAs must monitor and 
regularly assess the progress of all ELs, including those who have opted out of EL programs, in 
both English language proficiency (ELP) and content knowledge. This includes conducting an 
annual ELP assessment and, at least annually, measuring their performance in grade-level core 
content areas.”  

19. What is the criteria to exit a student from the English learner program? 

The Office of Federal Programs has listed the current criteria for exiting a student from the 
English learner program on pages 53-56 of the Mississippi Guidelines for English Language 
Learners, January 2011 edition. Per the U. S. Department of Education English Learner Tool Kit, 
“SEAs may use additional objective criteria related to English proficiency to decide if an EL 
who scores proficient on the ELP assessment is ready to exit EL services. However, these 
additional criteria may not substitute for a proficient score on a valid and reliable ELP 
assessment.”  
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